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New opening titles! (No narration needed. Pod bangs on the door, Compere opens the door, Pod enters)

Hello Pod

Hello Wendy. Woah, what a lot of people. That’s great. Hello everybody.

Yet it's great isn't it. But how are you today, Pod?

Oh, I'm feeling rather puzzled.

Oh really and what is it that you're puzzled about this time Pod?

Well I'm glad you asked because, as I was coming in to land today, I noticed lots of people playing out in a field with a
round bouncy ball. And you know, I couldn't understand what on earth they were doing. First, they kicked the ball
away, like they didn't want to play with it, and then they changed their minds and ran after it, only to kick the ball
away again. It made no sense at all.

That would have been a game of football, Pod. Kicking and chasing; it’s is all part of the game.

Well, it was obviously a game they weren't any good at. I could have told them it would've been much easier to pick up
the ball and carry it to where they want it.

Oh no, Pod. It's against the rules to pick up the ball.

You're not very advanced species I you?

Don't worry Pod if you watch enough of it, you’ll soon pick it up.

... And, and what was stranger still, were all the people just standing and cheering. None of them even tried to kick the
ball.

Were they standing around the edge of the field by any chance?

Yes they were actually. They were very excited, but they didn't seem to be joining in the game

I think they would have been the supporter's Pod. They are there to cheer on their team.

But why didn't they join in? I'm sure if they'd all joined the in, their team could have won much quicker.

No, that's not a supporter's job. They are there to watch and cheer

Ah, I see. They're not good enough to play are they? They're just wannabees!

No Pod that's not necessarily true. Some of them could be better players than those on the pitch. Do you not know
what to supporter is?

You know Wendy I think you've hit the nail on the nose there. I understand the game of football very well now. I
think I might even get a football to chase myself. But I freely admit I don't understand this supporter-thing at
all.

OK, let me try and describe it to you: A supporter is someone who is there to watch and enjoy. He's committed to
the team whether they win or lose. He is there to cheer and encourage. He celebrates with them in their victories
and consoles them in their defeats He is part of the team in Spirit. That's what good supporter is.

Wow! That sounds like a really important job. Does it pay well?

No, no supporters don't get paid. They do it for the love of the team. And every team values it's supporters. Because
a team with good supporters is very hard to beat.

Yeah, and it must feel great, to have someone who really, really wants you to win. Can supporters support other
things apart from football?

Oh yes. There’re supporters for every sport. And it's not limited to just sport either. Ordinary people can support
each other through the good times and the bad times of life.

Oh wow, I just thought of something. All you people, the big ones and the short ones, you people who do Church,
you’re like, supporters of Jesus aren't you?

Well I suppose you could say that

Yes, yes. You cheer him and celebrate his victory. An you encourage him when he.. when he .. when .. he. Wendy

Yes

What does Jesus do?

I think you might have stumbled on one of the special things about Jesus, Pod. Jesus has finished everything he set
out to do. So he doesn’t need encouraging, and he certainly doesn’t need consoling in defeat!

No, I see what you mean, that doesn’t sound right at all does it.(sadly) I guess I got it wrong there.

Don’t be sad Pod. You didn’t get it so much wrong, just the wrong way round.

What do you mean “the wrong way round”?

Who is it that needs the support?

Not Jesus

No, not Jesus... but us.

You mean you support each other?

Well yes we can do that, but what I mean is that Jesus supports us.

No way! But Jesus is God’s son, He’s perfect. Why would he support you?

Because he loves us. He’s the perfect supporter. He watches and enjoys us from heaven. He is committed to each
one of these people whether they win, or lose.

He’s there to cheer and encourage you!
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That’s right, and He celebrates with us in our victories and consoles us in our defeats. And he can do more than
any ordinary supporter, because he doesn’t just watch from the sidelines...

No?

No, he is more than just “with us in spirit”. He actually gives us his spirit. Many of the people here have asked
Jesus into their lives, and they now have his Holy Spirit living in them. It’s the same spirit that helped Jesus to
live so powerfully when he walked on earth. It’s a piece of God in your heart.

Woah, that is absolutely brilliant! So when you say you know God, you’re not joking.:Hey, but isn’t that a bit scary
having God in your heart, won’t he make you do God-stuff that you don’t want to do?

Oh Pod, I though you were starting to understand. God isn’t like that he doesn’t force us to do anything. He loves
us, and he is just like the perfect supporter, encouraging us to do the right things and the best things.

Yes I see he must love you all an awful lot. Well I’ve learnt loads of new things on this visit. I learnt about football
and supporters, but most importantly I learnt that, Jesus is the greatest supporter of all. He not only cheers and
encourages you, but he is committed to you all the time whether you win or lose. And he gives you his Holy
Spirit so that he can support you from the inside. Wow that’s something isn’t it? Well it’s time for me to be off
now. I’ll see you again soon. Bye.

Good-bye, Pod.




