Space Man Sketch: Why serve others?

Standard entrance (Compere responds to banging on the
door) That must be Pod. (Spaceman enters)

Hello Pod

Hello Bee-Sissy!

It’s been a while since you last visited. It’s good to see
you again

Yes it is isn’t it? So tell me what are you learning about at
the moment?

Well this week we are looking at serving others.

Ah now that’s something I know about. It’s all about
getting the round thing in the square box isn’t it?

If you mean putting money in the offering? It’s not quite
the same, but they are both giving without expecting
anything back, I suppose.

No, no, you get it in the box to bounce it out again. You
know on the other side of the net. I’ ve been watching
your transmissions on my TV monitor all the way here.

Oh you must mean Wimbledon, Pod. The tennis finished
a week ago. And anyway, that is serving to others, not
serving others.

Well it seems like the same thing to me. And I must say,
it’s been the only thing I been able to find to watch. It
was either people trying not to hit the net with the little
ball or people trying to hit the net with the big ball.

Oh you saw some of the football too? There were some
great games weren’t there?

I wasn’t watching any football. What I saw was called
Euro-Four. But anyway I’ve not come here to learn
about games, I’ve seen enough of that through the
square window to last me a lifetime. What I want to
know is what is this servicing.

OK. Well serving is something you do for someone else.
Jesus said, that we should do for others what we
would like to have done for us.

Oh well I can tell you straight off that that will never
work.

Why do think that, Pod?

Well if I want to cross the road, I'll cross the road myself.
If someone else helps me to cross the road, I'll just end
up back where I started again. So what use is that?

Now that’s being silly, Pod. That would never happen
would it?

OK, OK. I take your point. But how is it going to work
then?

Well...

But I’'m telling you now, when it comes to service, there’s
one voice that shouts louder that anyone else’s in my
life; and that’s me! I am most demanding, and I easily
get most of my attention.

That’s because you are quite normal Pod..

Glad to hear it!

Quite normal, and quite ordinary. But if we have Jesus
in our lives we have the capacity to be extra-ordinary.
Because Jesus was extraordinary.

Yes, yes I know that, but I still don’t see how it can work.
No one’s going to spend all their time feeding other
people, because they’d end up starving themselves. It
doesn’t make any sense.

Let me put it this way Pod. You understand space don’t
you?

Indeed I do. I myself come from outer space.
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Then you’d know that our planet spins around a central
Sun.

Of course, and there are other planets that do the same
thing.

Yes, but when you’re standing on Earth, it seems like the
Sun is going around the earth. Because it rises in the
East and set in the West.

Yes it does seem like that when you are standing on a
planet.

So what about the other planets what do they look like
from the earth?

Well to be honest you hardly ever see them from here, so
they don’t seem very important at all. And it’s quite
hard to work out where they’ll be in the sky, even if
you were interested.

But it you were to see them from the Sun you would see
that they all look as important as each other, and they
all belong to the Sun, because they all revolve around
it.

Yes, I see that. But your point is...?

My point is that if my world revolves around me, then no
one else seems as important as me, no one else’s
needs are as important as mine.

As opposed to...?

If I recognise that everything really revolves around God,
who made the universe, and around his Sun, Jesus.
Then I can see things more from God’s point of view.
I can see that others are just as important as me, but
that their needs could even be bigger than mine. So I
might then find that I want to help someone else even
more than I want to help myself. It actually becomes
that little bit harder to be selfish when you see things
from God’s point of view.

Ahhh. I see. Soit’s all about what’s at the centre of your
universe. Whether it’s Jesus or yourself.

That’s right. And if God is at the centre then his
priorities become more my priorities, and his strength
can be my strength. So then I can be more than just
ordinary.

Yes, so I guess that if you see people through God’s eyes,
then it doesn’t really matter if they can pay you back or
not. That’s not why you’re serving them.

That’s right Pod. In fact sometimes it doesn’t even feel
like serving others. It can feel like they’re doing you a
favour by letting you. I’'m really pleased that you’re
getting the idea.

Yes, you know I am. And I'm delighted that my
knowledge of space has helped you to understand how
to live your lives better. Indeed it is a wonderful way to
live. Caring for others before yourselves. Seeing other
people through God’s eyes. Yes, if more of you
Earthlings could grasp it, how much better the Earth
would be. I can’t recommend it more highly.... Butit’s
certainly not for me. I'm staying right here at the
centre of my universe, and no one’s gonna budge me!

Oh Pod! (disappointedly)

But I have learned something important on this trip... that
you can only live the way that pleases God, if he is at
the centre of your universe. The serving others becomes
easy and something you want to do. Well have a great
summer every one and I’1l look forward to our next
meeting. Good-bye everyone.



